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DIVISION 22:  KIMBERLEY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION � 

[Supplementary Information No B6.] 
Question: Mr T.G. Stephens asked the minister to provide details about the growth in FTEs across the 
development commissions. 

Answer: The Kimberley Development Commission anticipates its average staffing level to increase by 1.0 FTE 
from 2009 onwards. 

[Supplementary Information No B7.] 
Question: Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan asked the Minister to provide information about the degree to which Broome 
will be a service centre for the new gas hub, and, in particular, information about the role of Broome Port in 
servicing the gas hub. 

Answer:  The degree of activity in Broome with servicing the proposed gas precinct will, in the main, be 
determined by commercial decisions taken by the companies and their contractors operating both at the site of 
the precinct and servicing the precinct. 

There are a range of influences that will impact upon the capacity of Broome to service the precinct as it 
develops and becomes operational. 

Whilst the Kimberley Development Commission does not have lead agency status in advancing the development 
of the precinct, the Commission has highlighted through its work the importance of the following: 

a) Broome Port capability; 
b) Availability of development land in Broome; 
c) Indigenous labour market considerations; 
d) Effective management of the potential impacts of the LNG industry; 
e) Maximising the social dividend of development; 
f) The capability of local and regional businesses to participate; and, 
g) Regional transportation services, including air and maritime services. 

The question from the Member for Armadale specifically asked about the role of Broome in servicing the new 
gas precinct, from the Commission�s perception. The relationship of Broome to the new gas precinct will be 
dependant upon the resolution of many of the matters that the Commission has identified above. 
The gas precinct provides a somewhat separate influence upon Broome from the broader influence of the 
development of the Browse Basin gas related resources. In addition, the feasibility of a supply base in the 
vicinity of Derby has for some time been under consideration, particularly in respect of the economies that such 
a location may offer to some of the gas explorers of the Browse Basin, and the economic growth opportunities 
that could become available to Derby in particular. 
The Port of Broome, has been servicing some of the exploration needs of the Browse Basin, by providing an 
extensive array of port related services to rigs and tenders, through supply base functions.  
Exploration activities are located generally in waters in excess of 350-450km from Broome. Based upon the 
longer term plans of the exploration companies, the Port of Broome plans to expand its supply base functions 
and has for some time been working through the necessary approvals related to releasing land for additional 
supply base capacity.   
As Browse Basin discoveries proceed to extraction and processing stages, the gas precinct will take on greater 
relative importance.  The gas precinct site is located on land, approximately 50 km north of Broome, and will be 
accessible by road. Construction and operation of a land based precinct involve an entirely different range of 
services to the offshore exploration that has recently been serviced from Broome. 
The detailed maritime servicing requirements of a proposed precinct, and consequently the potential for those to 
impact upon the Port of Broome are not, at this stage known in detail to the Commission.  
The Commission maintains regular contact with the Port, is aware that the Port of Broome is planning to provide 
services to operators and contractors at the precinct, and expects to become involved as necessary, as those 
developments proceed. In the meantime, the Commission plans to continue its involvement, where practical, in a 
wide range of socio-economic matters related to the gas precinct and gas development more generally, including 
land availability and planning, indigenous labour market, impact identification and management, local and 
regional business development and regional transportation services. 
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